Niwot Double-Cropping Black Raspberry

Pete Tallman, Longmont, Colorado
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Double cropping versus primiocane-fruiting
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2012 was a remarkably early year,-- Aug 11 may not be totally characteristic


o
 Niwot Double Cropping

= Floricane crop very productive
o One week earlier than Jewel
o More productive than Jewel, longer season
o Berries slightly smaller than Jewel

= Primocane crop starts late August or early
September

o Berries comparable to or larger than Jewel

= Plants more vigorous than Jewel
o Consider 3-foot to 5-foot in-row spacing
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5-foot spacing is not unreasonable


‘ Berry Comparisons vs. Jewel
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o
| Niwot Pruning Options

= Retain floricanes?

o Impressive floricane crop
o Potentially earlier primocane berry ripening without floricanes
o Recommend: Try both

= TIp prune primocanes?

a Tip pruning to increase fruiting branches & spread out production
o Earlier primocane crop without tip pruning
o Recommend: Try both

(Web search on: Pete Tallman raspberry pruning)
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Personal opinion is that plants are more vigorous if plants are permitted to produce floricane crop

I like tip pruning because it spreads out the fall crop, not all at the same time. Unpruned primocanes about 4-week cropping period
No tip pruning after July 1

I think maybe June 15 tip pruning may be better

There is room for a lot of experimentation here. 


®)
| Hardiness, Disease Resistance

= Niwot Hardy for zone 5 Longmont, CO
o Better hardiness than Jewel

= Little or no disease pressure in Colorado
o Asking for observations

= One report of zone 3 hardiness in Minnesota
o but... season too short
o Choose floricane crop or primocane crop?
o Recommend Pequot instead
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Zones 3,4 may not have long enough summer for a primocane crop


 Niwot Availability

See Nourse Farms spring 2015 catalog
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Working with NURSE farms for 2015 availability.  Not known yet  how fast Nurse can ramp up the propagation for 2015

Henry Field’s more of a backyard gardener target
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