
Blue orchard Mason Bee
Osmia lignaria propinqua   

Family Megachilidae 

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES

CHARACTERISTICS

 

LIFE CYCLE
Spring

March.  

Non-aggressive

Solitary

Non-destructive

Heavy pollinators

Healthy

Cold tolerant

stinger at all 

another

any 5/16” diameter hole that is naturally occuring

during cold snaps

Mason bees remain active during cloudy or rainy weather



Late spring 
Female bees stay busy collecting pollen and nectar.  In each nest hole, she regurgitates the nectar and places 
the pollen on it, repeating this procedure 15 to 20 times until she has collected enough to sustain a new 

Osmia lignaria 

Summer 
During the summer the larvae consume the stored nectar and pollen, spin cocoons, pupate, and remain in 

     
Fall/Winter  

rain and hot sun. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ATTRACTING MASON BEES

previously used holes

REASONS FOR NON-EMERGENCE
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